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only seek an expedited response to
an information request only if it
applies to his/her own life and
liberty
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7 Under Section 25(3), a citizen can | Amend Section 25(3) to ensure that a

request for information that is
necessary to safeguard the life or liberty
of any person including a person other
than the citizen making the request
shall receive a response within forty-
eight hours.

This is to enable families of arrested,
disappeared or missing persons to
request information from the relevant
authorities and receive information
without delay. Section 24(5)(c) sets up
this possibility, but section 25(3) then
narrows its scope by restricting it to
information pertaining to the citizen
making the request.
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(@ Allow Any Person to Receive an Expedited Response to Requests Concerning
the Life and Liberty of A Person

The Right to Information Bill 2015 displays an inconsistency between sections 24(5)(c)
and 25(3). Section 24(5)(c) permits an expedited response where the citizen making the
request believes that the information is necessary to safeguard the life or liberty of a
person. However, Section 25(3) stipulates an expedited response only if the request for
information concerns the life and personal liberty of the citizen making such request.

Section 25(3) should be amended to ensure that a request for information that is
necessary to safeguard the life or liberty of any person including a person other than the
citizen making the request shall receive a response within forty-eight hours.

This is to enable families of arrested, disappeared or missing persons to request
information from the relevant authorities and receive information without delay.
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(@ Allow Any Person to Receive an Expedited Response to
Requests Concerning the Life and Liberty of A Person

Decision on requests 25(3) A request for information that is necessary to
submitted under safeguard the life or liberty of any person including
section 24 a person other than the citizen making the request

shall receive a response within forty-eight hours.

i Dileesha Abeysundara, ‘Right to Information Act’, The Sunday Leader, May 27 2015 at
http://www.thesundayleader.lk/2012/05/27 /right-to-information-act/ (accessed on 20 October 2015).
i Ipid.

it Maithrimeter, Scoring 100 days out of a 100, at http://www.manthri.lk/en/maithrimeter (accessed on
20 October 2015).

v Verite Research, Observations on the Draft Right to Information Bill [February 2015].

v Ibid.

vi Section 8, Original Draft RTI Bill; Verite Research, op. cit.

vii Section 8(1)(v) Right to Information Bill, 2015.

viit section 41, Right to Information Bill, 2015.
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